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Who, or what do you place your hope in? Until recently it

was common for Americans to put our hope in the power

of our government, our strong financial systems, our suc-

cessful corporate strategies and our iconic mega-

corporations. Don't get me wrong, | love America and |

believe we are still the greatest nation on the earth. How-

ever, now we see there is only one place we can rest our

hope i and that is in God! Not only is hope critical to

our success in life, hope is critical to our survival.

Almost daily we hear of people taking drastic measures,

some even ending their lives and the lives of others i and

for what reason? They have no hope! Even if the sys- planted on the faithfulness of God to do what He said

tems of this world are failing i the systems of God are He would do. The Apostle Paul speaks of Abraham in

sure. God never fails! Romans 4:18 when he says; "who, contrary to hope, in
hope believed , so that he became the father of many

Bible hope in its purest form can be described as a joyful nations, according to what was spoken . . ." Abra-

expectation . It carries the meaning of patiently waiting ham's hope was in the word that God spoke to him! It

on God, trusting and expecting God to move on our was his hope that caused him to finally see the promise;

behalf. Bi bl e hope is not a fAwish that something good wil!/

happeno expectation thahsemething good will For example, there was God's promise to Abra-

happen! When we know the unfailing, all loving charac- ham. Since there was no one greater to swear by,

ter of God i we have hope! When we know the covenant God took an oath in his own name, saying: "l will

promises of God i we have hope! When we base our certainly bless you, and | will multiply your de-

lives upon the word of God i we have hope! In Matthew scendants beyond number." Then Abraham

7:24-25, Jesus tells us; waited patiently , and he received what God

had promised . Now when people take an oath,

"Therefore whoever hears these sayings of

Mine, and does them , | will liken him to a wise
man who built his house on the rock: and the rain
descended, the floods came, and the winds blew

they call on someone greater than themselves to
hold them to it. And without any question that
oath is binding. God also bound himself with

an oath, so that those who received the promise

and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it
was founded on the rock. NKJV

could be perfectly sure that he would never
change his mind . So God has given both his
promise and his oath. These two things are un-
changeable because it is impossible for God to
lie. Therefore, we who have fled to him for ref-
uge can have great confidence as we hold to
the hope that lies before us. This hope is a
strong and trustworthy anchor for our souls Lt
leads us through the curtain into God's inner
sanctuary. (Hebrews 6:13-20) NLB

As we see in this verse, storms will come. Yet, Jesus tells
us when we build our house (our lives) upon the rock of
His truth and His promises (His sayings) we will weather
the storm. We will recover!

Hope and faith are inseparable power twins. Faith can-
not operate without hope . Abraham is the called the
father of our faith. He believed God's word in spite of his

seemingly impossible circumstances. His hope was firmly Continued on page 2
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